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 Principals News….   

Kia Ora Koutou Whanau 

Mr Turner 

The board of trustees sent home a letter on Tuesday regarding my resignation. 
This was not an easy decision to make as I have loved my time here and this 
school is thriving. My new role will be working for PR1ME Mathematics. I will be 
supporting other schools who have implemented PR1ME and new schools    
needing support. Kate Frear will take on the role of acting principal in term one 
or  until a replacement principal has been appointed. Kate will still be teaching in 
room 2 and will have some release days in the office. 

The board of trustees are working hard in the background and have already 
started the process for the appointment of a new Principal. I look forward to 
catching up with families over the next few weeks before I leave Duntroon. 

 

Miss Tilbury – new teacher 

Grace Tilbury will be visiting Duntroon School on Monday and Tuesday next 
week. She will be roaming classes, getting to know students and staff and     
starting to sort things for 2025. We are pleased she can come and hang out here 
at Duntroon prior to starting in term 1. 

 

Swimming pool 

The pool is now open. Please return pool contracts to the office if you wish to get 
a key. Remind yourself of the expectations when using the pool. These are clearly 
displayed around the pool as well as in your contract. The pool book needs to be 
filled in each time you visit too please. 

 

Year 4 and 5 camp 

From all accounts the year 4 and 5 students had a blast at camp. We are looking 
forward to hearing all about the adventure. There may be some tired kids this 
afternoon. Thanks to Emily, Phil and Andrew for your parent support.               
Mrs Frear – you did a top job organising this. 

 

End of year 

The end of the term is swiftly sneaking up in us! 

We will end the year with our normal final assembly and shared lunch. The final 
assembly will be on Tuesday December 17th at 11am. Families are welcome to 
attend this. At the conclusion of this, we will have our shared lunch out on the 
school verandah.  

We ask families to please bring something along to share. 

Buses will be running as normal for the morning of the 17th of December. 

Buses will leave Duntroon School at 1:30pm on the 17 h of December. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

Nga Mihi Nuii 

Mike and staff 
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Congratulations to Miss McNeill who has officially moved from 

being a provisionally registered teacher to fully registered.  

Members of staff were lucky enough to be able to                       

celebrate with her on Thursday night at the NZEI graduation 

dinner.                                                                                                 

Well done Rebecca on completing your two years.                                     

We are so proud of you. You have proven yourself to be a           

dedicated, hardworking teacher and Duntroon School is so 

lucky to have you. 



Many of you would have seen the new container outside the school office. 

With the school expanding to five classrooms next year, we had to shift the 

library space somewhere. 

This week the library has been officially moved into the container, and it 

has turned out much better than we ever imagined. 

It is a cosy, quiet and functional space and it houses our many books 

beautifully. 

Pop in and have a look, I think you will be pleasantly surprised. 



Policy Reviews Term 4 2024 

Please copy and paste the following link into your browser to access the     

reviews and follow the instructions on the School Docs website.  

https://duntroon.schooldocs.co.nz 

your username is – duntroon 

your password is - 9494 

 

Click on the Current Review Tab – Shown here 

Our policy reviews for this term are on: 

Finance and Asset Management Policies 

After choosing the review topic you can click start your review: Shown above 

 

Please complete by Friday December 13th 

Thank you. Your feedback is appreciated. 

https://duntroon.schooldocs.co.nz/index.htm


Wow, Term 4 has absolutely flown by and all of a sudden it’s less than a month till 
Christmas! Room One has had a fantastic, action-packed term. This week our Year 7 & 
8’s are at Oamaru Intermediate for Tech. The Year 6’s have had Miss Borrie and Miss 
Milmine this week. We have been baking in Tuhura, creating some wonderful art and 

making Christmas wreaths. 
 

As this is Team Tahi’s final newsletter entry for 2024, we would like to say farewell to 
our group of seven fantastic Year 8’s who are moving onto High School next year. 

While we are sad to say goodbye, we are also very excited for you all as you take this 
next step. Every one of you can be very proud of your time at Duntroon School  

whether that has been 6 months, 8 years or anything in between. Enjoy your last two 
and a half weeks here at Duntroon! We will miss you all but look forward to hearing of 

the awesome things you achieve.  
 

All the best Seth, Reco, Cohen, Greer, Laila, Breana and Fred!  
 

Seth Butcher  Reco Hodgetts  Cohen McLachlan  Greer Neal  

Laila Samara  Breana Smith  Fred Stalker  





 

 

 

 

Anzco Foods 

For your generous donation to our school which was possible through 
the “Sponsor a School” programme.  

This was made possible by participating dairy farmers sending in 
their calves  to Anzco, and nominating our school for sponsorship. 

We are very thankful for this and look forward to putting these 
funds back into our school. 

Duntroon Kids Trapping Group (Duntroon Kids Kaitiaki Collective) 

I am excited to announce that next year I will be starting a pest trapping initiative with the year 7&8 

students. 

At the recent NOPPA teachers conference I attend a course on trapping. This was about Ardgowan 

School implementing a trapping programme to help engage kids in their learning.  I was immediately 

interested and with the backing of Mr Turner, straight away started setting something like this up at 

Duntroon School for our kids. 

This initiative is not only about trapping/killing animals. It is about tracking potential species that are 

around so we can set the appropriate traps, monitoring and data recording the local bird life and 

navtive plant species, mapping & calculating the trapping area, making our own wooden trapping 

boxes and bait, setting and monitoring our trapping lines, data recording of trapped species just to 

name a few things. 

I have been working with DOC and the Otago district council to gain permission to access to the             

Maerewhenua riverbed area behind the school, as we believe this has untapped potential for trapping 

pests. Keep an eye out for our soon to be set up page on Trap NZ and check out this link https://

www.doc.govt.nz/nature/pests-and-threats/predator-free-2050/  which has a lot of information on it. 

We have also been very lucky to have been granted some funding from Dogterom Farming Ltd to 

help kick start us off on our trapping journey. I am also waiting to hear if any of my grant applications 

have been successful, as like anything, this initiative comes with some costs. 

If any parents would like to be involved in any way please don’t hesitate to contact me. There will be 

more information sent out in the new year.   Lou Tait 
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DECEMBER. 

5th December—BOT meeting 

4/5/6th December—Swimming Lessons 

11/12th December—Swimming Lessons 

13th December—Year 8 Water Day 

17th December—Last Day of School 

17th December—Final Assembly and Prizegiving 

18th December—Yr 8 Lunch 

 

FEBRUARY 

3rd February—First day of school for 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Duntroon School 
1 Livingstone Street 

Duntroon 9494 

 
Phone: 03 4312 829 
Cell: 021 216 1249 

 
E-mail: 

office@duntroon.school.nz 
 

Account: 
02-0900-0000540-000 



TOOT FOR TUCKER 

As you may know, Toot for tucker is on in Duntroon Village on 

Tuesday 3rd of December from 6pm.                                             

The Duntroon Volunteer fire brigade will be out and about            

collecting any non-perishable foods. 

If you live out of the village, and want to donate anything, you 

are more than welcome to send or drop any items to the school 

for Lou Tait to collect. 





 

Unicorn Poo 

Alaina has been busy collecting up and bagging manure 

from her committed producers. 

These are for sale for $2 per bag, or you can take a trailer 

load for $5. 

She is fundraising to get to Nationals in January. 

If you are wanting any 

Contact Lou 0272946084 




