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Term 2, Week 5, Friday 22nd May 2026 

Kia ora whanau 
 
I have had a lovely visit from Kara Tartonne who is the Education Lead (Kaiuruki Mātauraka) with 
 Te Hā o Maru. She shared with me all the different areas they work in to support people in the Waitaki 
District. Have a look at their website and the video on it. 

Please see the attached posters with clinic dates where anyone in this area can access FREE medical 
care here in Duntroon at the Hall (it's not very often something like this is available in rural areas). 

Today is the first day of a new Club at Duntroon School. Sheryl’s ‘Nibble, Natter & Knit’ group. There 
were such high numbers we had to restrict it to year 5 up for now. They meet in Tuhura each Friday     
during lunchtime. Such a kind gesture of Sheryl to donate her time and knitting skills… and probably a 
huge chunk of patience! 

As you all know Lou is flying the nest and heading to Kurow to work at PGGW. Her passion for the Trap-
ping Club and getting it all set up to run each Friday morning has been a great asset to another area of 
learning at Duntroon School. If there was anyone in our school community who was able to offer their time 
for this to continue, I know the kids and Lou would love that. It could be an hour a week or fortnight and 
we would make this work best for everyone. This could be a shared role. Everything has been set up and 
Lou will be able to pass on all of the information. Give me a ring or pop in to see me and we can have a 
chat - or if you know Lou you could check in with her. 
 
Lou’s job has been advertised as you will have seen on the school FB page. Until the position/s are filled, 
Paige Wills has kindly said she could return for some days in the interim. We are most appreciative of 
this. 
 
Next week: 
Thursday 28th May - Crazy Sock/Mufti Day. This is a fundraiser for the Food Bank - please donate a 
can or a packet or a gold coin and Boh and Alaina will share that kindness with them on behalf of the 
school. It is good to have a bit of fun at school while also learning how to be contributing citizens.  
 
Friday 29th - Speech finals at the Duntroon Hall. Everyone in the School Community is invited. I have 
been lucky enough to get a sneak listen to some senior students' speeches and I am very impressed with 
the standard they are showing. We have 3 Waitaki Girls High School students coming up to us to judge 
the students. Thank you to our families who have supported their children to build their confidence to be 
able to deliver their speech. Another step in resilience building that supports future challenges they will 
face.  
 
 
This will then lead us into the King's Birthday weekend.  
 
 
Ka kite ano 
Sarah & Staff 
 

https://www.tehaomaru.co.nz/




 

IT’S NOT GOODBYE, IT’S SEE YOU LATER 

I just wanted to drop a quick line into the Newsletter to say see you later to everyone. 

While it is very bittersweet for me to be leaving Duntroon School, I am moving onto new 

challenges. I will always cherish my time here at Duntroon School and have so many   

happy memories that will stay with me for a lifetime. 

I started as a Teacher Aide eight years ago in Room One, and found it was a job that I    

immediately loved. It wasn't long before I also took on a job in the office, at first one day 

a week, then moved onto two days a week, doing the newsletter and overseeing the    

library. 

 

What an absolute privilege it has been to work with so many wonderful children. In my 

time here,  I have been trusted to do a little more than your average Teacher Aide.  

 

One of these things was to bring back the choir, this is a job I enjoyed immensely and was 

so proud to bring music into the lives of children at the school and give them the courage 

to stand on a stage and perform in front of a crowd. 

 

Hockey is another thing I am thankful to have been involved in. It brought back my      

passion for the game and I found I was much better at coaching it, than playing. I am 

proud of all the kids I have coached over the years, they are so coachable and took every-

thing on board. They just wanted to learn and do better, They may just have caught onto 

me being rather competitive as well. 

 

Trapping Club, how awesome it was that Mike Turner took a punt on me to introduce the 

trapping club into being part of the senior kids education. It wasn't easy with DOC being 

a bit of a stumbling block at the start, but I am so grateful to so many local people that 

helped me in one way or another to get this project off the ground. Hopefully we can find 

someone to keep this going. 

Duntroon School, you truly are a special place, where community is important and our 

core values truly are the heart and soul of the school. Of the community.  

 

Please come into PGGW Kurow for a fruit burst and a natter, I would love to see you. 



 

Dates to Remember 

MAY 

 

Thurs 28th—Crazy Sock Mufti Day 

Fri 29th—School Speech Finals 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 

Mon 1st June—Kings Birthday (School Closed) 

Tues 2nd—Fri 5th—Tech Week 

Thurs 11th—WRSN Speech Finals 

Mon 15th June—Friends of Duntroon School 
Meeting (All Welcome) 

Thurs 25th - BOT Meeting 

Fri 26th—Winter Sports Day 

Fri 3rd July—Last day of term 2 

 










