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Term 2, Week 1 

 Principals News….   
 
Kia ora, kamaste maligayang pagdating po  
 
I have experienced a fantastic first week at Duntroon School. The beautiful 
waitata led by Maevyn on the guitar and warm welcome by our BOT Chair per-
son Nathan McLachlan and school staff on Monday morning was very  special. 
The students had a chance to interview me and young Reid started with “How 
old are you?” Then a young girl named Rhylee told me her favourite meal was 
steak! I knew at this point I was in a rural school and those things counted!  
 
My start has been made all the easier by the work Kate Frear did for the School 
as Acting Principal in Term 1. She was managing her class and the school at the 
same time which made her term very busy. Kate and the teachers, teacher 
aides and Janette Fielding in the office have given me a supportive and warm 
welcome which I am most appreciative of.  
 
My first impressions of your children have been wonderful … great manners 
around the school, industrious and fun loving.  
 
Winter sports 
Winter sports start next week. We have Hockey, Miniball & Basketball teams 
representing our school. We are looking forward to an awesome winter sports 
season where Duntroon can shine. There has been a great deal of organisa-
tion behind the scenes by our competent staff in order to enable our Dun-
troon children the chance to partake in sport. This is an opportunity to build 
life skills of teamwork, commitment, coping with winning and losing, meeting 
new people.  
Please make sure all sports subs are paid prior to the first games. 
 
Dairy changeover 
As we prepare for the upcoming dairy changeover, we kindly ask that if you 
have any recent or upcoming changes, or if you know of families who may 
need to enroll their children at the school, please inform us. This will help us 
ensure a smooth transition for all students. 
 
Additionally, if you are planning to move or have recently moved, please notify 
the school office of your new address so we can update our records accord-
ingly. 
 
After school arrangements 
Thank you to the people who have contacted the school regarding any     
changes to after school arrangements for the bus. Particularly the standing           
arrangements with children involved in sport. 
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NEWS CONTINUED…… 

Upcoming events:  

Strike 
We are excited to have ‘Strike to Schools’ coming to Duntroon next Tuesday 6th May. It is an interactive, high 

energy show that introduces students to a broad range of modern percussion styles from around the 

world.  

Year 8 day at Papakaio 
Miss Borrie has everything organised for the Year 8 day at Papakaio next Friday (9th May). A great             
opportunity to mix and meet with our fellow year 8’s from Ardgowan, Five Forks, Papakaio, Waitaki Valley, 
Glenavy, Kakanui, Omarama, Maheno and Hampden. They will be taking part in a variety of activities    
ranging from drumming to squash and a lot more in between. Fantastic work from Damian Brown at        
Papakaio for making this happen for our rural schools. 
 
Speeches 
All classrooms are currently working on their skills in public speaking. This will lead towards the Speech   
finals on Wednesday 28th May. Children presenting are the finalists from their classroom presentations. 
We welcome the Duntroon community to this. 
 
Our topics: 
Juniors are sharing a poem 
Year 3 & 4 students are sharing a prepared reading from a chosen book 
“In my experience …” (yr 5 / 6) prepared speech 
“I am convinced …” (yr 7 / 8) prepared speech 
 
The winner of each section goes through to the WRSN Speech Competition @ WGHS 4th June 5pm. 
 

Choir 
Lou Tait and Emily Hamilton are supporting our choir students who are  practicing their songs for the big 
performance at the North Otago Music Festival on the 10th June. They are encouraged to learn the words 
they have been given by Lou in order to be fully prepared when they come to each practice session. 
 
Thank you! 
A huge ‘thank you’ to Lowri and Andrew O’Callaghan for replacing and repairing the tyre wall in our playground over 
the holidays. 
Also our thanks to Jack and Sandy from Bucklands garage for donating the tyrs, bolts and nuts. 
Our school is lucky to have such supportive parents and community. 
 
 



 

BELIEVE IN 
YOURSELF 

EMPOWERED 
TO LEARN 

SOCIALLY           
RESPONSIBLE  

THINKERS 
AND     

LEARNERS 
FOR LIFE 

 

 

 

MAY 

6th May—Miniball/Yr 7/8 Hockey Starts 

7th May—Basketball/ Junior Hockey Starts 

9th May— Year 8 day, Papakaio 

13th—Choir to OIS for practice 

22nd May—BOT Meeting 

27th May—Choir to OIS for practice 

28th May—Duntroon Speech Finals 

May 30th—Teacher Only Day—School Closed 

 

JUNE 

2nd June—Kings Birthday—School Closed 

4th June—WRSN Speech Finals 

6th June—Tech Challenge 

10th June—North Otago Music Festival performance 

10-13th June—Tech Week 

18th June—BOT Meeting 

27th June—Winter Sports Day 
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Pre-School and After school Gymnastics will be running in 

the gymnasium at Waitaki Valley School every Friday.  

Pre-school 2.15pm - 3pm  

After school 3.15pm - 4.15pm 

 

My name is Kaz Hodge.  I have a lot of experience working with children, and running 

gymnastics classes. I was a three times New Zealand champion, I also represented 

New Zealand overseas on numerous occasions.  

If you want your children to learn new skills and have heaps of fun  

phone Kaz 0273665818 to enroll.  




