
Newsletter 
21-02-2025 

Term 1, Week 4 

 Principals News….   
Swim lessons 
Swimming lessons are now finished for this term. We have seen great progress with stroke 
development and overall confidence in students. Swimming lessons will start back again in 
Term 4. 

Toys and non appropriate items at school 
Toys and non appropriate items are not to be brought to school. This is because they can be a 
distraction, used in the wrong way, get broken or get lost. This week I have had to remind  
students about this. We appreciate parent support with this please and that you check bags 
and with students that they are not bringing these to school. Any toys or non appropriate 
items that come to school will be taken from students and will need to be collected from 
school by parents. 

Board of Trustees 
The Board of Trustees met last night for our first meeting of the year. At this meeting we 
discussed our strategic plan for 2025. This will be available for you to read in March. Our focus 
is on curriculum and achievement. Our main broad goal states that we will; 
Create a stimulating and engaging academic learning environment, with a strong focus on 
literacy and mathematics, that empowers students to learn and is ambitious for all students. 
 
We have broken this down into some annual goals around targeting and accelerating students 
who are not at their expected level and evaluating our programmes in maths and literacy. We 
are also going to continue our journey in implementing the refreshed New Zealand curriculum 
to merge it with the Duntroon School local curriculum. The full strategic plan will be submitted 
to the Ministry of Education on March the 1st. 

After school organisation 
Just another reminder – we need notes, emails, or phone calls to school if your child is not on 
the bus after school or there are different plans for them after school. Please don’t just tell 
your child the plans. School MUST be told too. We will put students on the bus unless there is 
a message from a parent to state otherwise. Thanks for your cooperation with this. 

House Captains 
These 6 students are our House Captains for 2025. 
Brydone House – Leah Wilson and Seth Black 
Campbell House – Lilly-Grace Bayne and Olivia Strachan 
Reid House – Oliver Hamilton and Hamish Isbister  
Their role in school is varied. They are responsible for playground duties, running house      
assemblies, helping to organise term treats, and of course being super role models. We are 
very pleased to have this group of student leaders in 2025. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

Nga Mihi Nui 

Kate and Staff 
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ROOM 2’s NEWS  
Room 2 has had a great start to the year. The students have en-

joyed their swimming lessons with Candy, learning more about han-
dling data and decimals in Pr1me math, writing about their holidays 
and who they are and love having Miss Milmine and Mrs Hutton in 

the classroom while Mrs Frear is in the office. 
We would like to share some of our pieces of writing with you. 



The Duntroon  Kaitiaki Kids Collective (Trapping group), is well under way 

for the year. 

So far, the children have been learning about why we are trapping, how we 

are going to find out what pests we need to target with our traps, all about 

the pests that we might encounter, and how to identify them.  

We are also learning about topography and how the lay of the land and      

vegetation is going to determine where and how we set our traps. 

The Children are making cards       

similar to these pictured ones. This 

will help us identify the prints on our 

ink tracking pads, so we can then set 

the appropriate traps. 

Keep track of our efforts! 

 Duntroon Kaitiaki Kids Collective on   

Trap NZ and also Predator Free NZ. 

We are working every Friday at 9.30am. 

On Friday 7th March, we will be laying 

out tracking lines. We welcome any     

parents who would like to join us on our 

trapping journey. 

Please email lout@duntroon.school.nz 

or text/call 0272946084 

Special Thanks To Paul King who is      

letting us use his land for this project, 

and to Otto and Tume Dogterom for 

their generous donation towards this 

project. 



Trail Ride Track Clearing Working Bee 

Our first one is on Thursday 27th February at 6pm. 

Meet at the pumpshed (McKenzie Road, Livingstone). 

Bring all brush cutting equipment, loppers, hedgetrimmers.  

Gloves are handy too. 

Kids are welcome to come along.  

 

Any questions, message Lowri O'Callaghan 0211176214  

Trail Ride Meeting 

Our next trail ride meeting is on  

Wednesday 5th of March 

7pm in Room One. 

 

All Welcome! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

Mid-Term Elections 

 

The Duntroon School Board of Trustees will be having their 

mid-term election later this year. 

 

With two of our board members finishing their terms and their 

children also finishing at the school, we are seeking two new 

members to join our enthusiastic board. 

The board of trustees meet twice a term after school. 

While this is not a particularly arduous job, it requires someone 

with the school and children at the forefront of their mind.  

If you are interested, feel free to talk to any of our current 

board members listed  

Current Board Memebers 

Nathan McLachlan, Paige Wills, Lowri O’Callaghan,              

Mike Andrews and Lou Tait. 
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FEBRUARY 

27th February—Vision and Hearing screening (11am) 

27th February—Trail Ride working Bee 

 

MARCH 

7th March—Trapping Group setting tracking lines 

10th March—Upper Waitaki Swimming sports 

11th-14th March—Tech Week (Yr 7&8) 

19th March—North Otago swimming sports 

22nd March—Danseys Pass Trail Ride 

24th March—Otago Anniversary Day (School Closed) 

27th March—BOT meeting 

28th March— V.I.P afternoon 

29th March—Agri Kids Ashburton 

 

APRIL 

02nd April—Goal Setting Interviews 

3rd/4th April—Year 8 overnight camp 

9th April—Goal Setting Interviews 

11th April—Last day of term one 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duntroon School 
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Phone: 03 4312 829 
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NATHANIEL CRAIG 

Nathaniel lives with his Mum, Dad and brothers Dean and         

Michael. 

He has a black cat, named Bolt. 

His favourite colour is blue. The food Nathaniel likes the most is 

cereal—particularly Nutrigrain. 

When Nathaniel isn't at school he likes to play video games. 

Soccer is the sport he loves. 

When asked who he looks up to the most, Nathaniel’s answer 

was everyone. 

Nathaniel wants to be a fireman when he grows up. 

Welcome to Duntroon School Nathaniel! 



IVY TOSH 

Ivy lives with her Mum, Dad, brother Chase and little sister 

Rayne. 

She has two dogs at home called Maggie and Layla. 

Her favourite colour is purple, and she really likes tennis. 

Her most favourite food is Sushi. 

When Ivy is not a school. She likes to ride her bike. 

Ivy most looks up to her Mum. 

When Ivy grows up, she would like to be an artist. 

We hope you like Duntroon School Ivy. 




























