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Term 1, Week 3, Friday 20th February 2026 

Kia ora whānau 

It was great to see many families attending the ‘Meet the Teacher’ day last Friday. I recognise our      
community is great at getting involved and being informed of what is happening for their child here at  
Duntroon School. Our doors are open and we love seeing families in our school. 
 
Yesterday I worked with the whole school and asked for ‘student voices’ about what they see as what it 
means to them about being a Duntroon-ite. Such genuine responses from all ages, and beautifully      
supported by our senior students. We started with a feels like, looks like & sounds like. Here is a small 
snapshot of them. (these will lead to a display in the Office for you to see) 
Looks like: happiness, fun, smiles, people playing together, people helping each other, wearing uniforms    
with pride,  
Sounds like: children’s laughter, talking, sharing ideas, manners, greeting people, kind words used. 
Feels like: safe, welcoming, home, inclusive, supported & included. 
 
As I said to Julie from ERO last week, if you want to really know about our school go and talk to the      
students (which she did). ERO was a very intense 3 days involving Board, Staff and students. I very much 
appreciated the support and hard work from the teachers and Board leading up to and during the visit. 
Julie Greenwood is now working on her report which will be firstly shared with the Board then the       
Community. 
 
PALs 2026 students (insert photo) 
It is exciting to announce the new PAL Leaders at Duntroon  
School for 2026 these students are: 
Kane Bell, Tate Hamilton, Henry Tremewan, Willow Armiger,  
Mason Montgommery, Jacob Trezise, Eden Savill & Michael Craig. 
PAL stands for Physical Activity Leader and is a first for Duntroon  
School. We are a great school at being active and enjoying our  
playground space.  
This is an opportunity to continue this great school culture and  
contribute to enhancing it even more by having PALs in our School. 
The PALs program helps students who are already showing  
Leadership skills, become role models and develop their skills  
further. This training includes Leadership, Communication and Inclusion  
training, finishing with some planning. The training will be carried out by  
Sport Otago on Wednesday 18th March at Waitaki Valley School. 
 
 
Request for donations: 
If there were any households where the following items are in good condition and surplus to      
requirements we would very gratefully accept them: 

• Classroom building equipment like Lego, connect, blocks, construction toys. 

• Sandpit equipment: cars, trucks, diggers, shovels  

• Wheat bags 

• We are wanting to keep our new carpet pristine and wondered if anyone had a lux stick or hand          
vacuum. 

 
 
 
 
 



Dates to remember 

February 

Tues 24th—Paid Union Meetings (afternoon) 
March 

Mon 2nd—Upper Waitaki Swimming Sports 
Tues 3rd-Fri 6th—Tech Week 

Wed 11th—N.O. Swimming Sports 

March cont... 
Sat 21st—DANSEYS PASS TRAIL RIDE 

Thurs 26th- Fri 27th—Year 8 Camp, Iona 
 

APRIL 
Thurs 2nd—Last day of term 1 
Fri 3rd—Easter, Good Friday 

 News Cont….  

 
Structured Literacy 

All of the teachers had two full days of Professional Development this week which continues into next 
week with a full day online training for each teacher. This is a massive commitment to ensure we are 
delivering the Structured Literacy component to learning which will be taught across the School. An 
intense start to the year for our dedicated teachers who do this while keeping all the other balls in the 
air with their regular classroom teaching workload. 
 
Reminder: 
Mrs Simpson’s farewell afternoon tea - 25th February 2:30 pm 

Mrs Simpson will be formally farewelled by the school at an afternoon tea here on the verandah on the 
25th February . 
The Board and Staff warmly invites any one who wishes to attend. This is in acknowledgment of the 
very many years of teaching service Jane has given to Duntroon School.  
We will have afternoon tea and share some words of farewell. Can you please bring a small plate to 
contribute to the occasion. 
 

Looking ahead: 
Goal setting Teacher/Parent meetings - 11th and 12th March  
Buses will run early on these two days as interviews start at 2:15pm. As in previous years the bookings 
can be made via Skool Loop. You will get a message closer to the time when the booking system 
is open.  
 
Ngā mihi 
Sarah & Staff 

UPDATE 

Paid Union Meeting 24th February(PUM) ½  day SCHOOL WILL NOT BE 

CLOSED as said in the previous newsletter. 



 
 
 







 

We could be in to win a visit from 

Jash Coppins MX legend. 

Please go to this link to enter us in 

the draw.  

https://www.facebook.com/

share/1GhUjm5pSF/?

mibextid=wwXIfr 

 

The more entries we have, the     

bigger chance we have of winning. 

Massive thank you to 

Madison Coulter Fine Art 

Duntroon School was lucky enough to win one of her           

exquisite prize packs, which will be great for the education    

of our kids. 

Check out her website 

https://madisoncoulterfineart.com/ 

 
























