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Term 1, Week 2, Friday 13th February 2026 

Kia ora whānau 

Meet the Teacher 

We will be underway with this as this email is sent today. As said in the messages home, this is a 15 mi-
nute time when you can meet as a parent group in your child's class and hear from the teacher regarding 
class routines, expectations, class set up.  
 
Teachers will be able to send home a small information sheet with what has been covered if you were not 
able to make it. Please email your class teacher if you wish to receive this information. 
 
Please note: If there are questions or further conversations you may like to have, you are welcome to 
make time to chat with your child's teacher at a later date. Please email them.  
 
Structure Literacy: Professional Development 
 
Next Tuesday and Wednesday the teachers will attend 2 days of Professional Development in Dunedin 
with Ideal Matters: Structured Literacy. This will continue throughout the year at different times and will be 
integrated into the classroom to support your child with learning that is aligned with the New Zealand    
Literacy Curriculum. 
The four stages of S.L. integrate phonological awareness and spelling instruction to support both reading 
development and writing development. They follow a clear, consistent scope and sequence, acting as a 
guide for systematic and cumulative instruction. 
 
You might be wondering “who will be left at school to teach my child?” Luckily, we have a pool of very 
competent teachers who will be teaching in our classrooms: Mrs Mavor, Mrs Adam, Mrs Francis, Mrs 
Hamilton & Mrs Kingan, along with our wonderful TA’s. 
 
Attendance 

One of the things we are continuing to focus on in 2025 is student attendance.  You will hear us talking 

about this with you, with our students and it remains a strong subject of conversation in the staff room.    

If a student misses one day of school every two weeks, they miss more than a whole year of school by 16 

years of age. As a parent or caregiver, you, alongside our school, play a key role in building strong habits 

of regular school attendance. 

All students are legally required to attend school every day and it is a shared responsibility to make sure 

students attend and engage in learning from when they first start school. 

You must let the school know if your child is going to be absent or intends to be absent for a portion of the 

school term for whatever reason, like a tangi or medical procedure.  Family holidays or taking time off for 

extracurricular activities (not organised by school) are not acceptable reasons for being absent. 

  
 
Continued over page….. 

UPDATE 
Paid Union Meeting 24th February(PUM) ½  day SCHOOL WILL NOT BE 

CLOSED as said in the previous newsletter. 



Dates to remember 

February 

Fri 13th—Meet the Teacher (afternoon) 
Tues 24th—Paid Union Meetings (afternoon) 

March 
Mon 2nd—Upper Waitaki Swimming Sports 

Tues 3rd-Fri 6th—Tech Week 
Wed 11th—N.O. Swimming Sports 

March cont... 
Sat 21st—DANSEYS PASS TRAIL RIDE 

Thurs 26th- Fri 27th—Year 8 Camp, Iona 
 

APRIL 
Thurs 2nd—Last day of term 1 
Fri 3rd—Easter, Good Friday 

 News Cont….  

Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school can be tricky. Health guidance to support you to       
decide is available through your local Health Nurse - Fiona Stratford or through Health agencies. If you 
are still unsure, get in touch with us and let’s work together to support your learner. 
  
If you are finding it hard to get your child to school, please talk with us so we can work together. Our 
school is committed to supporting your child to attend school. 

Our school continues to build a culture that fosters attendance every day by having: 

• School staff who have strong relationships with students and family. 
 

•  A school culture that recognises your child and your family for who you are, where you come              
from and what you value. 

 

• A school that is safe and welcoming for everyone in our school community.                                               
If you have any attendance queries and issues, please contact us so we can work together. 

Change for early pick ups 

If you are picking your child up early from school, please come in to the school office to pick your child/
children up. This is so  your child/children can be signed out on the office iPad before leaving, which 
allows us to accurately keep track of correct attendance records. 

 
Ngā mihi 
Sarah & Staff 

 

Welcome to Duntroon School! 

Georgina Morgan and Ethan Monoy. 

Georgina lives with her family in Ngapara and 

comes to us from Waitaki Valley School. 

Ethan comes to school on the Eastern Bus.. 

Welcome to Duntroon School you two, we 

hope you like it here. 

 



 
 
 




























