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Term 4, Week 10, Friday 12th December 2025 

Kia ora whānau 

We are feeling excited as we get to the end of the school year with some special times still to come. Eve-
ryone is enjoying the pool on these warm days and getting outside for games and fun times. There has 
been Christmas craft and baking happening in the classes. The Staff were very spoiled this week with 
some good fairies shouting us morning tea on Monday. We have had our own Secret Santa fun, then yes-
terday some generous senior students made a lolly laden gingerbread house for us. We are all feeling 
very spoiled and appreciated. Thanks everyone. 

Personnel  
As you are all aware Mrs Simpson has been on sick leave. After a lot of thought, Jane has handed in her 
resignation this week. She has given many years of service and educated generations of Duntroon stu-
dents over a very long teaching career. I know she did not take this decision lightly as school is a big part 
of her life. 
She was not intending to be at the end of year Assembly or Yr 8 graduation as she has her own daugh-
ter's Graduation to attend. At the start of the 2026 school year we will have a send off for Mrs Simpson to 
acknowledge her teaching career. Details will be sent home next year.  

Ms Milmine will continue her work with the junior students from this term and teach Room 5 in term 1 next 
year. 

Reports 
This notice was on Skool Loop yesterday: 
Your child brought home their school report yesterday. Please take the time to sit together, read the report 
and celebrate the progress and affirming comments their teacher has written. Discuss their next steps. 
The reflective comment each child has contributed to their report is often very enlightening and one to al-
so celebrate and enjoy. They may want to chat more about this as well.  

I know each teacher has taken time on each report, deliberated on everything they write. They take their 
assessments from class observations, student interactions and involvement in the curriculum inside and 
outside of the classroom along with data from testing. It is what we call triangulated information, not just 
on one piece of work or a test.   

This year we have on the cover the class and teacher for 2026.  

Something to know is our room numbers are now in this order from room 5 - 1, juniors to seniors. Team 
Tahi is still the senior room as per Duntroon tradition.  

Ms Milmine (yr 0-2) rm. 5, Miss McNeill (yr 2-3) rm. 4, Miss George (yr. 3, 4, 5) rm. 3, Mrs Frear (yr. 5-6) 
rm. 2, Miss Tilbury (yr 7 - 8) rm. 1 

Year 8 Graduation 
Next Monday after school the Yr 8s will have their Graduation celebration and afternoon tea for invited 
guests. A big group to say goodbye to. Miss Borrie has been extra busy preparing for this. It is a large 
group of students moving onto High School - a group of students who have been great role models in the 
school and very responsible and a pleasure to have in the school. 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the final Assembly and shared lunch on Tuesday 16th December. 

Treat day will happen on Monday to celebrate the positive behavior our students have 
shown over the term. Keep an eye on your child's teachers weekly class notes as to what 
they require for this day. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy festive season with their families. 

Nga Mihi Nui, Sarah and Staff 



December 

15th Dec—Term Treat 
16th Dec—School break up, 11am start. 

First day of school 2026  
Monday 2nd February 

Sarah Todd, Paul King, Lou Tait and 

the local Firetruck visited Duntroon 

School this week after the students 

have been doing a Firewise unit. They 

have been recording in their Firewise 

book their escape plan if a fire starts 

at their home and learning many     

useful facts about being Firewise with 

Ms Milmine and Miss McNeill. Such       

important and practical learning. 

 

 

 

Final Assembly and Shared Lunch  

Our last day for 2025 is Tuesday December 16th. 

The final assembly will begin at 11am at the Duntroon Hall. At the comple-
tion of the assembly, we will head to the school for a shared lunch. We ask 

that families bring some food to contribute to the shared lunch.  

Buses will run at 1pm from school.  

Any queries, please contact the school office. 

Thanks – Sarah and Staff 




















